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-+ In the dark, your feet tell
, you that the “deep
polished wood floors are not
~machine made
While well-maintained;
they they are old and —
‘something like their master
— are proud of every small
lmperfection and worn spot
that gives them their unique
character. -
The “random-width
planks, with the

mdersidt&!e dmy notched to
nt the floor joists,” according

a publication about the fin

house were trod by many
people, not the least of whom
was our nation’s first
giresident George

In fl%? the Blackburns

brown.

'were ‘intimates of the.

ashingtons, with
Blackbum Rlchard‘s son,

JWashFugton during the
tion and two Blackburn
danﬁhters marrying
Was ngtons to become
mistresses of Mount Vernon.

nr

speak, they would probably

‘tell some of same tales
Black does, though perhaps

; notasent!msiasucau

= The red me paneled

re?it randfather, John
S
St it
urn’s T an
Thomas’ sister, Jane.
He died at hi'ggon Lodge

~after a duel in the Quantico '-bull. there were no
Churchyard in Dumfries, ting) lndians[nthxspart
Black says. f Virginia.”

The second death was of a

man unrelated to the Black-

- burns, Bernard Hooe, who
was shot on the Maryland
side of the Potomac and
“bled to death on its parlor
floor,” according to an old
newsp aper account.

Black has, among his man
treasurers, an old flintloc
which fi redea*lls fatal
duel. B which combatant or
second used the weapon, he
doesn’t know, Black says.

Like many of his other
artifacts, the flintlock was
“sent to m(Wade) Ellis
:ohen restoring the

use

“People who" knew its
history sent it out to be here,”
Black says explamlng that
Ellis, & bou ln

eourt case and determlned to
buy and restore it, Black

sags.

ut the bachelor Marron
brothers who
'mmingtondqynantge“mlsed t:
little corn and some cattle”’

‘‘barged:

-

s "cenmry painter Jean Ran%
. -Valle, ea:oﬂrays Boone in &
“ crush

“two “ modern

55’?5
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‘“have you changed

mind o ?" and Taise

ot!er lack says, and finall
“saw that t the only way was to

g

his

L3

Prince William P

bslic L:brary -
Manassa, Va e _ i

gg_er them something bet- - ‘= ..

an oﬁer but saying, “I have
some g to show you in the
eoun

couldn‘tmthl "
Black chuckles and
inally - became master
Rippon Lodge.

ELLIS ADDED a
columned veranda to wha
Black calls a Georghn far-

end and 1ncreased
mf%toy h'om
}Ie b t " scores of
ancient boxwoods, and
generally landscaped the

area to more closely
rest:trggle other 18th century

A tunne] leading from the
basement to a boxwood

Earden was excavated by
llis, Black sarst,hyiekﬂu a.

qlljxantity

r which the current

owner was hidden |

there for safekeeping during
Civil War.

A narrow brick and
masonry passage, the tunnel
was probably used as an
entrance from an outdoor
kitchen, Black says, rather
than as an escape way from |
Indian attacks, beca\le by
the time it (the house) was

wide

—

about 300

Whatever its original in-
tent, the tunnel was con-
sidered as a possible nuclear
bomb shelter during the
threatening days of the
Cuban missile crisis ln the
early 960s, the retired Navy
rear admiral says :

DESPITE ELLIS’ res- |
torative work on the
house, family grave area,
and many addifions to the
furnishings and ﬁa ns, he
left much for the Blacks to do

Lodge from his widow in

2

when they purchased ergn 1

The Blacks have gone on
with the restoration, adding
baths ‘done in
modeling the Satirs upper

in entire upper
floor add:% clothes closets
but m

colornal

feeling of the -

18th 1
[

isa of Lt.
Boone, &; “mth
of the house,

“ ”‘

plack hat, which
Mrs. Black has said was his
normal headgear, not the
coonskin cap is known for
in popular legend.

Blacks have also added
a tiny cast bronze turtle found

rul- ;

e grounds with a metal |
detector which Black says
both the Smithsonian and |
British Royal museums
agreed came from China
sometime after 1650, when

V,they wgre first exported

ut Black doesn’t explore
; with a2 metal
detector too much anymore,

ask  he says, “because my wife

‘Rippon Lodge before restoration of 1924-25

lnd ﬂnding not
hoes.”

horses!
Full of historic oddities

ug the lawn
ing but

the

" ‘house boasts an 18th century-

device Black says was used to
make op. ttes and
a contraption ?romises to
g!ve to female visitors if they

what it is — a

‘ device for holding the’

“voluminous skirts
“this old house.

anassas, ‘Mrs. Hogue w
i to a man who had
inherited two remalning

the a
plecesof o she

‘W(llldlll cause ww
one GObiet Eell et Black reigtes. |

rom a t of C stal used in
“No,the man wouldn t sell!
1811 by Blac burn family i e up giving it to

: mm?gomz her researchin her ' the grandson pelates

skirts of what .
seems only a dream awayln -

cent to 18th cen!
miArgars in the fatal parloﬂ

another legacy from Black’s
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